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psychology which stands much closer to the teachings of
this book than did the psychology predominant in Ger-
many under the leadership of Wundt, Ebbinghaus, and
Miiller. I refer to the school of Gestalt, or configuration
psychology, led by Professors Koehler, Wertheimer, and
Koffka. The essential novelty (for German psychology)
of the teaching of this school is the repudiation of atomistic
sensationism, the recognition that our mental life and the
course of experience cannot be adequately or usefully
described as a streaming and clustering of atoms of con-
sciousness called sensations or images or feelings or
by any other name. It is claimed that any cross-section
of experience is a structural whole, the distinguishable
features of which are not entities capable of independent
existence, like the bricks of a wall or the pieces of a mosaic
picture, but rather are parts of a whole of which each part
is organically related to all the rest; and it is insisted
that the whole is more than the sum of its parts. I venture
to think that this school, when it shall have fully developed
its doctrine and applied it to the temporal succession of
experience as well as to the co-existent parts of the cross-
sections of experience, must advance to the position which
I have long held and taught; namely, that that which
has a definite Gestalt or configuration is not the pattern
of experience, taken either in cross-section or longi-
tudinally or in both ways, but rather the structure of the
mind, the mental dispositions whose activity and inter-
play underlie and express themselves both in the intro-
spectively observable facts and in behaviour. At present
the Gestalt or configuration has, to my thinking, too
much of the flavour of the entities out of which the older
psychologies composed their " consciousness," namely,
sensations, images, and ideas, and what not. It is, it is
true, a vast improvement upon them, but it retains some-
thing in common with them, as one of a number of similar
units by the juxtaposition of which " consciousness " is
supposed to be compounded.

More important from the point of view of the present
discussion is the fact that the Gestalt psychology frankly
rejects the mechanical accounts of human and animal